2019
MIRID FALL
CONFERENCE

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2019 &
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2019
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
CALKINS SCIENCE CENTER
226 BOSTWICK AVE NE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503

2019 MIRID FALL CONFERENCE

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2019 &
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2019
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
CALKINS SCIENCE CENTER
226 BOSTWICK AVE NE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.MIRID.ORG/EVENTS

Early-bird registration ends October 12, 2019.
50% refund if cancelled by October 12, 2019
All workshops presented in ASL
CEUs approved!
Target Audience: Members of the Michigan Registry of Interpreters for
the Deaf, working educational interpreters, hearing and Deaf
interpreters, members of the Deaf community, and any recent or current
students in an ITP.
Indiana Chapter of Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf is an RID
approved CMP Sponsor for continuing education activities. This PS
program is approved for 1.4 CEUs at the Some Content Knowledge Level.

Page 2

PARKING AND DINING

PARKING

Bostwick Parking Ramp
Entrance at the intersection of Bostwick St. and Fountain St.
$6 per day per car when paid at time of conference registration
$12 per day per car if not paid with conference registration
Parking passes will be distributed at the conference at the end
of each day
Please contact Cindy Wood (treasurer@mirid.org) or Manda
Duda (secretary@mirid.org) with questions
Lyon Parking Ramp
Entrance on Bostwick St. NE
Pay in lane machines accept cash, credit, and debit cards
$2.00 per half hour up to $12/day maximum
Evening after 5:00pm and weekend maximum is $6.00
Street Parking
Limited and metered

DINING

Spectrum Health Food Court
Between 25 Michigan St. and 35 Michigan St.
Smashburger
Zoup!
Starbucks
Qdoba
Michigan Street Market and Grill
First floor, south of the main lobby, Spectrum Health Hospital
Fresh fruits and vegetables
Smoothie bar
Salad bar
Street tacos
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2019
FS FOR DX, RX, AND TX
8:30AM-4:30PM, ROOM SCIE 306 *LIMIT 40 PARTICIPANTS

Many sign language students as well as working interpreters find fingerspelling
somewhat mystifying, particularly comprehending fingerspelling. This workshop begins
by looking at fingerspelling in the context of ASL discourse: what gets fingerspelled,
why, and how. It is designed to not only increase theoretical understanding of but also
comfort in both comprehending and producing fingerspelling. From there, we will
further contextualize fingerspelling in specific types of discourse: medical and mental
health. Finally, we will consider the intersection of fingerspelling and interpreting
norms in medical and mental health settings.
Presented by Linda Ross in ASL
0.7 PS CEUs
Target audience: Interpreters pursuing Medical/Mental Health endorsements, ITP
Students, and members of the Deaf community.
DEMYSTIFYING LEGAL INTERPRETING
8:30AM-4:30PM, ROOM SCIE 348

Fearful of court interpreting? Fear no more! Ben Hall, CSC, NIC, SC: L, will introduce
participants to the field of court interpreting. Interpreters will learn about the judicial
systems and examine the role, function, ethics, safeguards, and challenges of
interpreting in the courtroom. This seminar is intended for the interpreter with no
or very little experience working in legal settings. There is a place in the courtroom
where interpreters can venture to begin developing their courtroom competencies.
This workshop points a way to start.
Presented by Ben Hall in ASL
0.7 PS CEUs
Target audience: Interpreters pursuing Legal endorsement, ITP Students, and members
of the Deaf community.
FALL BUSINESS MEETING, GRAND RAPIDS BREWING CO.

1 Ionia Ave SW, Grand Rapids MI 49503
MIRID will provide food (not alcohol).
5:00PM-6:00PM
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2019
TOUCH YOU LATER: INTRO TO THE PROTACTILE MOVEMENT
8:30AM-4:30PM, ROOM SCIE 306 *LIMIT 40 PARTICIPANTS

The ProTactile Movement: The Deaf Blind Way has been sweeping the nation. Since the
Deaf Way Movement at Gallaudet in 1988, the DB community has been trying to find
their way in American Culture. The DB Community is complex and makes up a variety of
cultures and experiences that unite them in one common goal… Access. Some, once
connected to the Deaf Community, feel they no longer belong due to vision loss. Some,
once connected to the Blind Community, feel they no longer belong due to hearing
loss. The DB Community developed and members are united by human goals, access to
communication and environment. This workshop will teach the basics of the PT
movement and its corresponding principles, emphasizing the importance of constant
touch.
Presented by Isabell Florence & Kara Dougherty in ASL
0.7 PS CEUs
Target audience: Interpreters pursuing DeafBlind endorsement, ITP Students, and
members of the Deaf community.

ETHICAL DECISION MAKING: IT IS ALL ABOUT ME
8:30AM-4:30PM, ROOM SCIE 348

Participants will explore the ethical decision making process by analyzing one’s self.
Participates will define core values, explore cultural intelligence, evaluate relationship
dynamics, analyze personality’s impact on decisions and patterns of communication
during the first half of the presentation. The second half will delve into an ethical
decision making maturity continuum, conflict resolution’s potential causes and
responses to conflict and determining necessary boundaries or warning signs of
needed boundaries.
Presented by Terri Tivis in ASL
0.7 PS CEUs
Target audience: Interpreters pursuing Ethics CEUs, ITP Students, and members of the
Deaf community.
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BEN HALL, CSC, NIC, SL:L

Ben Hall began his professional interpreting career over 40 years ago as a
freelance interpreter in Central Ohio. He has worked as an adjunct
instructor in the Interpreting Education Program at Columbus State
Community College and served as a Commissioner for the Commission on
Collegiate Interpreter Educators (CCIE), which is the only accreditation
body for sign language interpreter programs. He has also worked as the
national Director for Interpreter Relations at CSD (Communication
Services for the Deaf), the largest deaf organization in the world.
Ben served on the national Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID)
Board of Directors for 13 years in varying capacities, including President of
RID. Some of his professional contributions include: overseeing
development of the NAD-RID National Interpreter Certification (NIC) and the
Code of Professional Standards; collaborating with then NAD President
Libby Pollard to co-author the State NAD–RID Collaboration Plan designed
to foster networking between NAD and RID at the state and local levels.
Ben is a Master Legal Trainer by the National Consortium of Interpreter
Education Centers (NCIEC). He is a former mentor/trainer with the
MARIE/DOIT Center at the University of Northern Colorado. He is presently
involved with the Train-the-Trainer program with Project CLIMB: Cultivating
Legal mInterpreters mfrom Minority Backgrounds which serves to increase
the number of interpreters of color and heritage signing backgrounds by
creating career paths for specialization in legal interpreting for
practitioners from these underrepresented communities.
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TERRI TIVIS, NIC, BEI MASTER

Terri Tivis is originally from Illinois where she received a BA in Deaf Studies:
Teacher Education at Mac Murray College and later went on to Gallaudet
University to earn an MA in Family Centered Early Education.
Ms. Tivis was an Early Intervention Specialist for two years then taught for
nine years as a Parent Infant Teacher at Texas School. Ms. Tivis interpreted
full time in VRS for six years. Ms. Tivis has been interpreting freelance for
20+ years.
Her experiences range from technology, education, (early education and
post-secondary), religious, and medical. Ms. Tivis is a mother of two and
resides in Buda, TX. She is currently a freelance interpreter, a workshop
presenter, and developer of a website called terpcorner.com.
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ISABELL FLORENCE, CERTIFIED IN PT AND HAPTICS

Isabell Florence graduated from Western Michigan University Summa Cum
Laude with a combined Master’s degree in Blind Rehabilitation Teaching and
Speech Pathology/Audiology, and undergraduate degrees in social work and
psychology. Ms. Florence was born DeafBlind.
Since graduating, Ms. Florence has worked extensively with DeafBlind and
multiple-handicapped Blind children and adults in various capacities
as rehabilitation teacher, habilitation teacher, and consultant. Ms. Florence
also teaches at Mott Community College as a sign language instructor and
interpreter trainer. She developed curriculum for teaching interpreters how
to work with DeafBlind consumers. Ms. Florence teaches a DeafBlind
Interpreting course that includes the ProTactile philosophy.
Ms. Florence was on the NTFDBI committee, was a member of AADB for
many years and is now a trainer for the NDBEDP/ICC program for the state
of Michigan. Ms. Florence has done workshops on PT and Haptics since
becoming certified in 2013. Ms. Florence is a single parent of one daughter
who is also a teacher.
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KARA DOUGHERTY, BEI 1, DEAFBLIND ENDORSEMENT

Kara Dougherty has been a BEI 1, DB-Endorsed Interpreter since 2014.
Since starting her career, she has focused on becoming an increasingly
better ally to the communities she works with. Discovering Haptics and
ProTactile in 2014, Kara has since spent her time trying to figure out how
to make even the craziest activities accessible. She is still trying to
convince Isabell Florence to go mountaineering with her.
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LINDA ROSS, PHD, CI/CT, NIC MASTER, SC:L

Linda Ross has been involved in the field of interpreting in numerous
capacities for more than 20 years. Some of her contributions include: serving
as a member of the Board of Editors for the Registry of Interpreters for the
Deaf (RID) Journal of Interpretation; Content Expert in the development of
the RID-NAD National Interpreter Certification (NIC); First Vice President of
the Ohio Chapter of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (OCRID).
Linda holds a PhD in cultural anthropology, specializing in American Deaf
culture, culture transmission and learning, sociolinguistics, and anthropology
and education. Her research into the transmission and learning of Deaf
culture has given her the privilege of experiencing residential school life
first hand while living in the dorm.
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MIRID FALL CONFERENCE POLICIES

Accommodation Policy:
For ADA accommodation requests, please contact Jamie Rix at
pd@mirid.org by October 12, 2019.
Cancellation Policy:
50% refund if cancelled by October 12, 2019. Registration is not
transferable under any circumstances.
Non-discrimination Policy:
MIRID promotes a learning environment free from discrimination and
bias, wherein participants demonstrate mutual respect for one
another.
Sign In/Sign Out Policy:
MIRID requires attendees to sign in for each workshop. Only those
who have signed in will receive the verification of attendance and
CEU email. All workshops approved by RID for CEU's will be recognized
by LARA for BEI units and only those designated will be applicable for
special endorsements.
Language Policy:
The official language of this conference is ASL.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2019 &
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2019
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
CALKINS SCIENCE CENTER
226 BOSTWICK AVE NE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503
Postmark deadline for Early-bird fee: October 12, 2019.
Checks payable to MIRID
Mail to MIRID, P.O. Box 1143, Temperance, MI 48182
Returned checks will be assessed a processing fee of $25.00

2019 MIRID FALL CONFERENCE

Name______________________________________
RID# ________________Phone #_____________
Address___________________________________
City_____________State_____ Zip___________
Email Address____________________________
ADA Accomodations_____________________

Please indicate your Friday workshop preference:
Demystifying Legal Interpreting
FS for Dx, Rx, and Tx
None, attending Saturday only
Please indicate your Saturday workshop preference:
Ethical Decision Making: It Is All About Me
Touch You Later: Intro to the ProTactile Movement
None, attending Friday only
Please indicate your parking pass preference:
Full conference ($12/car)
One day only ($6/car)
None, I will be carpooling

I have emailed notice of my mail-in registration to treasurer@mirid.org
OFFICE USE:
Registration Check #_____________ Date Received___________

