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2019 MIRID SPRING CONFERENCE

APRIL 6 & 7, 2019

LANSING COMMUNITY COLLEGE
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES BLDG.
515 N. WASHINGTON SQ.
LANSING, MI 48933

Full Conference includes workshops, Saturday lunch, and Saturday evening
presentation with Wink.
REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.MIRID.ORG/EVENTS

Early-bird registration ends March 16, 2019.
Regular registration ends March 30, 2019.
All events in HHS Rooms 005, 006, 007.
RID CEUs approved
LARA CEUs approved
Target Audience: Members of the Michigan Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf,
working educational interpreters, hearing and Deaf interpreters, members of the Deaf
community, and any recent or current students in an ITP.
Indiana Chapter of Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf is an RID approved CMP
Sponsor for continuing education activities. This PS program is approved for 1.35
CEUs at the Some Content Knowledge Level.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2019
TRACK A

TRACK B

8:30am-12:00pm with Dr. Sabrina Smith
Building Relationships & Understanding: Ethics in
Educational Interpreting, Part 1
(Must attend both sessions to receive CEUs)

8:30am-12:00pm with Kevin Dyels
Dance of Self Discovery
(Max 15 participants)

12:00pm-1:30pm
MIRID General Business Meeting (Lunch provided)
TRACK A

TRACK B

1:30pm-4:00pm with Dr. Sabrina Smith
Building Relationships & Understanding: Ethics
in Educational Interpreting, Part 2

1:30pm-4:30pm with Kevin Dyels
Drop It
(Max 15 participants)

6:30pm-8:00pm with Wink
Gifts from my Deaf Father: A Story of Love,
Tragedy, and Hope.
Post-Presentation Social:
The Nuthouse
420 E. Michigan Ave.,
Lansing, MI 48933
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SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2019

8:30am-12:30pm with Wink
Deliberate Practice, How?
9:00am-12:00pm with Dr. Sabrina Smith
Ethically Speaking: A Discussion of Ethics in
Interpreting

12:30pm-1:30pm
Lunch provided
1:30pm-4:30pm with Kevin Dyels
Behind the Scenes
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SATURDAY WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS & UNDERSTANDING: ETHICS IN
EDUCATIONAL INTERPRETING

8:30AM-12:00PM (PART 1), 1:30PM-4:00PM (PART 2)

Workshop description: This workshop deals with ethics in interpreting
and will focus specifically on educational interpreters. Interpreters will
learn how to transition smoothly into a class making teachers feel less
anxiety about having an adult in their classroom. The participants will
learn techniques that help build a strong working relationship with
other coworkers at the same time. Interpreters take a look at how their
actions can interfere with the ability to get the respect they want.
They learn to apply new techniques and approaches to get materials
they need before the school year begins.
The role of the interpreter is discussed in depth as well as how to
approach others about our role. The goal is to become empowered as
professionals starting from the basics “Dressing for success” and
leading you to some of our biggest challenges “Please do not interpret
everything I say”. Interpreters will devise techniques to educate the
staff in the building about their roles as interpreters. Interpreters will
also reflect on successful approaches as well as learn from the
unsuccessful approaches that they have experienced in the past by
sharing with their peers and having open discussions.
It not only deals with educational interpreting but it also helps prepare
interpreters for National Certification testing. Interpreters will
formulate ways to approach difficult scenarios by working from the
Perceptions Model in order to practice applying ethics to the situations
that may be faced in educational interpreting. It's a combination of
lecture and hands on. Experiences are shared in this workshop and
group discussions allow for peer feedback during the ethical practice
segment.
Presented by Dr. Sabrina Smith in ASL
RID CEUs approved: 0.6 PS
LARA CEUs approved: 0.6 Ethics OR 0.6 Educational
LARA-BPL has approved MI CEU Sponsorship for this Workshop with the Michigan
Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf for .6 Professional Studies CEUs, .6 Ethics
CEUs and .6 Educational CEUs. Partial MI CEU Sponsorship CEUs will not be
awarded for this event and participants will receive a Certificate of Attendance as
documentation

Page 5

SATURDAY WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS
DANCE OF SELF DISCOVERY*

8:30AM-12:00PM

This workshop is an in depth analysis into anxiety and self-confidence
issues brought on by interpreting situations. Through risk taking
exercises and discussions participants learn about each other’s
vulnerabilities and the importance of trust as it relates to teaming and
consumers. Finally participants will learn about themselves and how to
separate the human from the interpreter.
Presented by Kevin Dyels in ASL
0.35 PS
*Max 15 participants
DROP IT*

1:30PM-4:30PM

The Why: Isn’t it all too often that we find ourselves so glued to old
habits that we repeat past errors and don’t consider different ways to
produce an interpretation when we are working. The goal of this workshop
is to connect to fellow community members and find different approaches
to dropping form. In group and individual fun activities, we’ll explore a few
simple concepts that we can draw from for years to come.
Presented by Kevin Dyels in English/ASL
0.3 PS
*Max 15 participants
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SATURDAY EVENING PRESENTATION WITH WINK
GIFTS FROM MY DEAF FATHER:
A STORY OF LOVE, TRAGEDY, AND HOPE
6:30PM-8:00PM

Growing up with Deaf parents, Wink watched them recount their
life story in American Sign Language (ASL). In 1987, Wink’s
father was working nights at the post office with plans to go
back to college when his life was redefined by the news that his
wife’s car was hit by a train.
Wink’s mother’s accident framed the stories he grew up with.
Looking back, he realizes just how much his parents taught him
about life, hardship, love, the beauty of ASL, and the value of
Deaf Culture. He witnessed firsthand ASL storytelling, being led
through each scene and feeling the impact no matter how many
times he’d seen the story. Those twists and turns he relived with
his parents over the years have become part of him, eventually
leading to the creation of My Father’s Gift. This show shares his
parents’ powerful story.
Visit the scene of his mother’s accident, and the confusion at
the hospital. See his father fight to defend what he believed was
right, no matter the cost. Peek later into Wink’s kindergarten
class where, as a child of Deaf adults (CODA), he had his first
introduction to the hearing world. Audiences can expect joy,
frustration, sadness, and hope on this journey. Watch as Wink
shares his father’s many gifts.
Presented by Wink in ASL
REGISTER ONLINE AT
WWW.MIRID.ORG/EVENTS
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SUNDAY WORKSHOP
DELIBERATE PRACTICE, HOW?

8:30AM-12:30PM

What does it take to become an expert? The journey to being an expert
brings practitioners to conferences, workshops, webinars, and mentoring
to learn from peers who have devoted hours of research and constructed
presentations to provide tools that can be taken home. However,
passively listening to a lecture, reading a skill development book, and
watching vlogs will not transform that practitioner into an expert, nor will
working eighty hours a week. The key is to incorporate deliberate practice
by identifying a goal that can be narrowed to the smallest unit of skill,
and to practice that skill unit until it is mastered. After exhausting all
possible ways of wringing learning from the practice, the next skill unit
can be identified and practiced.
Researchers Simon & Chase (1973) point out that it can take up to a
decade of deliberate practice to obtain this desired level of expertise.
This workshop brings research from Simon and Chase, Ericsson, and Bloom
to sign language interpreters to forever dispel the myth that mastery is
unattainable. Diving into these researchers’ work has given Wink the
resources needed to define how to create individualized deliberate
practice regimens. He will discuss and model how to accomplish this.
Some may assume that fingerspelling is such a ubiquitous aspect of ASL
that they have no more to learn about it. However, deliberate practice and
research helps one gain a deeper understanding by way of breaking down
this broad topic into distinct categorizations of lexical fingerspelling, and
the functions of fingerspelling in conversational repair. Deliberate
practice and research helps one gain a deeper understanding of the
process. Likewise, more experienced interpreters may want to hone their
non-manual signals (NMS). Ericsson's research (2006) shows that
deliberate practice is not simply practicing things you already know.
Instead, it requires digging deeper and learning the differences between
lexicalized mouth morphemes (PAH, AF-FO) and modifiers (BRRR, SAO) as
well as exploring the layers and grammatical complexity that fall under
the umbrella of NMS (Bridges & Metzger, 1996).
This workshop breaks down how participants can analyze and identify
their own goals for practice, demonstrates how to deliberately practice
discrete linguistic aspects, and provides an opportunity to begin this
process.
Presented by Wink in ASL
0.4 PS
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SUNDAY WORKSHOP
ETHICALLY SPEAKING: A DISCUSSION OF ETHICS
IN INTERPRETING

9:00AM-12:00PM

This workshop is designed to take a deeper look into how ethics are used
in the interpreting profession. This workshop was designed based on the
need for interpreters to have a safe environment to discuss the Code of
Professional Conduct and apply various approaches and responses to
ethical dilemmas. Participants will draw conclusions based on support
found through their own research and peer discussion. This is an
interactive workshop that employs group work as a tool for learning.
Participants will be given scenarios to analyze and construct responses
that support their ethical decisions.
Presented by Dr. Sabrina Smith in ASL
RID CEUs approved: 0.3 PS
LARA CEUs approved: 0.3 Ethics

LARA-BPL has approved MI CEU Sponsorship for this Workshop with UMHS
Interpreter Services for .3 Professional Studies Units, and .3 Ethics Units. Partial
MI CEU Sponsorship CEUs will not be awarded for this event and participants will
receive a Certificate of Attendance as documentation.
BEHIND THE SCENES

1:30PM-4:30PM

Learn about interpreted theatre and concert performances from the
perspective of the theatre staff. Participants will learn about Theatre
Staff and crew positions and roles; Theatre Jargon; Pre- Show
Preparations and Logistical considerations. Through lecture, discussion
and role play activities participants will learn about the process of
working with theatres from the moment a Deaf consumer makes a request
for tickets all the way through the process to the final Curtain Call.
Presented by Kevin Dyels in ASL
0.3 PS
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SABRINA T. SMITH, PH.D., CI/CT, NIC MASTER, ED: K-12

Sabrina Smith, PhD, has been
involved in the interpreting
field for over 20 years. She is
Nationally certified through
RID: CI and CT, as well as NIC
Master and Ed:K-12. She
works as an educational
interpreter and has been
interpreting in the school
system for over 17 years in
elementary, middle and high
school settings.
She also works as a video relay interpreter with Sorenson
Communications where she has been employed over 11 years.
She enjoys encouraging interpreters of all levels and
mentoring people across the United States. She works as a
freelance interpreter, an instructor at local community
colleges, and as a performing arts interpreter for theatre’s
and concert venues in her area. She served as the Region II
delegate for IEIS (Interpreters in Educational and Instructional
Settings) from 2015-17.
She has presented various workshops across the country, and
also presented abroad in Peru helping to empower the Deaf
community to seek interpreters for their children in
mainstreamed schools as well as teaching interpreters how to
improve their expressive skills. Feel free to contact her about
mentoring, presenting, or just general questions about the
field of interpreting at sabrinatempie.wixsite.com/aslterp.
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KEVIN DYELS, CI/CT

Kevin Dyels is a professional sign language interpreter and a
former member of the Board of Directors of PCRID. He is a coowner of a performing arts interpreting company called First
Chair Interpreted Productions. Originally from northern
California, Kevin presents workshops in theater, affect, team
building, and self-confidence locally, nationally and in Hong
Kong. He has a degree in theater and when not interpreting,
Kevin coordinates interpreters for various conferences,
mentors interpreters and works as a professional sound
designer and disc jockey. In his spare time he enjoys
international travel.
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WINK, MA, MBA, NIC MASTER

Wink, MA, MBA, NIC Master, enjoys researching and creating
various workshops that focus on skill building through
deliberate practice, which he wrote about in the RID Views,
Winter 2012 issue. Presenting workshops the last ten years
at national conferences (NAD, RID, Silent Weekend) regional
conferences (RID I, II, III, IV, V), state conferences, and local
workshops across the nation has given Wink experiences to
enhance applications for interpreters of all levels. Wink is
widely noted for the comfortable atmosphere he creates and
the passion he exudes. Currently Wink travels full time
performing, presenting workshops, and managing Winkshop,
Inc, through which he has developed a dozen training DVDs. A
fun fact: in 2016 alone, Wink traveled professionally enough
miles to circle the earth over three times.
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MIRID SPRING CONFERENCE POLICIES

Accommodation Policy:
For ADA accommodation requests, please contact Cindy Wood at
treasurer@mirid.org by March 16, 2019.
Cancellation Policy:
50% refund if cancelled by March 16, 2019. Registration is not
transferable under any circumstances.
Non-discrimination Policy:
MIRID promotes a learning environment free from discrimination and
bias, wherein participants demonstrate mutual respect for one
another.
Sign In/Sign Out Policy:
MIRID requires attendees to sign in for each workshop. Only those who
have signed in will receive the verification of attendance and CEU
email. All workshops approved by RID for CEU's will be recognized by
LARA for BEI units and only those designated will be applicable for
special endorsements.
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2019 MIRID SPRING CONFERENCE

APRIL 6 & 7, 2019

LANSING COMMUNITY COLLEGE
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES BLDG.
515 N. WASHINGTON SQ.
LANSING, MI 48933

Name______________________________________
RID# ________________Phone #_____________
Address___________________________________
City_____________State_____ Zip___________
Email Address____________________________
ADA Accomodations_____________________
I understand my registration is not transferable under any
circumstances.
I understand if I cancel my registration after March 16, 2019 I
will not receive a refund of registration fees.
Prior to March 16, 2019, I have emailed notice of my mail-in
registration to treasurer@mirid.org.

Please indicate your Saturday workshop preference:
Track A with Dr. Sabrina Smith
Track B with Kevin Dyels
Postmark deadline for Early-bird fee: March 16, 2019.
Checks payable to MIRID
Mail to MIRID, P.O. Box 1143, Temperance, MI 48182
Returned checks will be assessed a processing fee of $25.00
OFFICE USE:
Registration Check #_____________ Date Received___________

